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Speaker Abbas leads Nigerian Parliamentary 
Delegation to 67th Commonwealth Parliamentary 

Conference in Australia
By Temidayo Taiwo-Sidiq

peaker of the Nigerian House of 
Representatives, Rt. Hon. Abbas 
Tajudeen, PhD, this week led a 

delegation of Nigerian parliamentarians 
to the 67th Commonwealth 
Parliamentary Conference (CPC) in 
Sydney, Australia.

Held from November 3 to 8, 2024, the 
flagship event of the Commonwealth 
Parliamentary Association (CPA) brought 
together over 700 parliamentarians, 
parliamentary staff, and decision-makers 
from across the Commonwealth. The 
conference, held in Sydney, New South 
Wales, centered around the theme 
"Engage, Empower, Sustain: Charting 
the Course for Resilient Democracy."

The week-long event featured a series of 
workshops and sessions that addressed 
a range of critical issues facing modern 
parliaments. Topics discussed included 
the integration of artificial intelligence 
and technology in parliamentary 
processes, ensuring the security of 
Members of Parliament (MPs), ending 
human trafficking, combating 
discrimination, supporting the 
participation of people with disabilities 
in legislative processes, and engaging 
with Indigenous peoples.

The Commonwealth Parliamentary 
Conference provides an important 
platform for parliamentarians from 
around the world to come together to 

tackle the pressing challenges of today’s 
democracies. As a vital component of 
the Commonwealth Parliamentary 
Association (CPA), the event also offers a 
unique opportunity to foster dialogue 
and share best practices for advancing 
democratic governance.

Established in 1911, the CPA now 
represents over 180 national and 
sub-national legislatures across 53 
Commonwealth nations and territories, 
working to strengthen parliamentary 
development, promote democratic 
governance, and uphold the highest 
standards of parliamentary practice.

L-R: Bilal Kayani MNA; Syed Awais Qadir Shah, Speaker Sindh 
Assembly; myself; Hon. Zainab Gimba, and Zaib Jaffar MNA
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PARENTS OF SLAIN TWO-YEAR-OLD 
AND MAIMED CHILD 

DRAG NDLEA BEFORE HOUSE
~ By Chooks Oko ~

t was an emotional and 
heart-wrenching scene penultimate  
week, when the parents of two 

siblings appeared before the House 
Committee on Public Petitions, accusing 
the National Drug Law Enforcement 
Agency (NDLEA) of killing their 
two-year-old son and failing to take 
meaningful action since the incident.

The tragic event occurred in Asaba, Delta 
State, during a failed NDLEA operation in 
August 2023, with the parents claiming 
the agency had done little to address the 
matter since then.

Omhonria Okogbe Fidelis, the father of 
the slain child, recounted the 
heartbreaking incident that took the life 
of his son, Ivan Onosereba, and left his 
younger son, Baruch Eromonsele, who 
was only a few months old at the time, 
with a severely damaged left eye. The 
children were inside their home when 

they were struck by bullets fired during 
the NDLEA operation. 

Fidelis explained to the committee that, 
ever since the incident, nothing concrete 
had come from the agency. He stated 
that he and his family had been left to 
battle on their own to save the sight of 
his surviving son.

"Ever since then, nothing concrete has 
come from the Agency to us. We have 
been battling to save the sight of my 
surviving son on my own," Fidelis told 
the Committee, his voice heavy with 
emotion.

In response to the family's claims, the 
NDLEA asserted that an agreement had 
been reached to compensate the family 
with twenty-five million naira, with five 
million naira already paid. However, 
Omhonria quickly rebutted this 
assertion, expressing disbelief at the 
agency’s statement. He explained that 
after the incident, the Chairman of the 
NDLEA, General Marwa, had personally 
called him to commiserate and promised 
to send him a personal gift. He further 
explained that, in the aftermath, he had 
received five million naira but had never 
been formally contacted by anyone from 
the NDLEA since the tragic event.

The NDLEA’s lawyer then revealed that a 
draft agreement had been prepared, but 
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was still awaiting the family’s signature. 
This prompted an angry outburst from 
committee members, who saw it as an 
attempt by the agency to obscure key 
facts.

The Chairman of the Committee, Rep. 
Mike Etaba (APC, Cross River), 
adjourned the sitting, instructing the 
NDLEA to ensure that their Chairman 
would be present at the next session.

At the following session, the NDLEA, 
now represented by their Director of 
Legal Services, admitted that no formal 
agreement had been reached with the 
family. However, they confirmed that the 

officer responsible for the shooting had 
been dismissed and was facing trial.

A visibly angered Chairman Etaba 
expressed his disappointment, 
wondering why public officers could not 
live up to the demands of their office. He 
then invited the parties to his office, 
suggesting that alternative dispute 
resolution mechanisms be used to 
facilitate an amicable settlement.

The public hearing will resume once the 
parties have reached a workable 
agreement. Negotiations are currently 
ongoing.
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PERISCOPE
A PUBLIC ENLIGHTENMENT SERIES BY GREEN CHAMBER, NIGERIA

7 STEPS TO LAWMAKING IN 
NIGERIA'S NATIONAL ASSEMBLY

Section 4 (1) of the Constitution of the Federal Republic, 1999 (As amended) vests 
the legislative powers of the Federal Republic of Nigeria in the National Assembly, 
which consists of the Senate and the House of Representatives.

As stipulated in Sub-section (2), “the National Assembly shall have power to make 
laws for the peace, order and good government of the Federation or any part thereof 
with respect to any matter included in the Exclusive Legislative List.”

In this edition of Periscope, we unveil 7 Steps to Lawmaking in Nigeria’s National 
Assembly

A Bill sponsored by a Member or from the Executive, is 
formally introduced in the House of Representatives or 
Senate.

The Clerk of the House of Representatives or Senate reads 
out the short title of the Bill, only. (No debate, just 
notification to members)

Step 1: First Reading (Introduction)
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PERISCOPE
A PUBLIC ENLIGHTENMENT SERIES BY GREEN CHAMBER, NIGERIA

7 STEPS TO LAWMAKING IN NIGERIA'S NATIONAL ASSEMBLY

A General debate on the principles of the bill.

Members discuss the bill’s merits and vote is taken to 
move it to the Committee stage.

Step 2: Second Reading (Debate)
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PERISCOPE
A PUBLIC ENLIGHTENMENT SERIES BY GREEN CHAMBER, NIGERIA

7 STEPS TO LAWMAKING IN NIGERIA'S NATIONAL ASSEMBLY

The relevant Standing Committee does a detailed 
examination of the bill.

It does this by holding a public hearing to hear expert 
opinions and harness public inputs.  The Committee 
thereafter makes amendments and recommendations

Step 3: Committee Stage (Hearing)
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PERISCOPE
A PUBLIC ENLIGHTENMENT SERIES BY GREEN CHAMBER, NIGERIA

7 STEPS TO LAWMAKING IN NIGERIA'S NATIONAL ASSEMBLY

The relevant Committee presents its report from the 
Hearing on the floor of the House or Senate. 

The report is then reviewed with additional debate, and 
further modifications may be made to the revised version 
of the bill.

Step 4: Report Stage 
(Presentation and Consideration)
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PERISCOPE
A PUBLIC ENLIGHTENMENT SERIES BY GREEN CHAMBER, NIGERIA

7 STEPS TO LAWMAKING IN NIGERIA'S NATIONAL ASSEMBLY

A final debate (usually a synopsis of its general principles) 
is done on the bill with no further amendments following 
a presentation by the Leader of the House or Senate.

A final vote is thereafter taken to pass the bill by the 
Chamber (House or Senate).

Step 5: Third Reading
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PERISCOPE
A PUBLIC ENLIGHTENMENT SERIES BY GREEN CHAMBER, NIGERIA

7 STEPS TO LAWMAKING IN NIGERIA'S NATIONAL ASSEMBLY

The bill is sent to the other Chamber (House or Senate) 
for consideration in a process known as Concurrence.

If successful, the bill is considered passed by the 
National Assembly, and a final (clean) copy is prepared 
by the Clerk to the National Assembly (CNA).

 Step 6: Concurrence
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PERISCOPE
A PUBLIC ENLIGHTENMENT SERIES BY GREEN CHAMBER, NIGERIA

7 STEPS TO LAWMAKING IN NIGERIA'S NATIONAL ASSEMBLY

A clean copy of the bill is sent to the President for it to be 
signed into law.

The President is expected to give his approval to the bill 
within the next 30 days. Once signed, the bill becomes an 
Act of Parliament and will be officially incorporated into the 
body of laws.

If the President declines assent (veto), the bill returns to the 
National Assembly

From introduction to presidential assent, these are the 7 steps a bill follows to 
become law in Nigeria. However, the processes are slightly different for an 
Appropriation Bill (Budget) or a Constitution Alteration Bill.

Step 7: Presidential Assent
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LEGISLATIVE OUTPUTS OF THE 10TH ASSEMBLY, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES (LAWMAKING)

JUNE 13, 2023 - JUNE 13, 2024

1,351 BILLS WERE INTRODUCED 
THE HIGHEST NUMBER IN ANY FIRST SESSION SINCE 1999

Bills Read 
1st Time - 1,351

100%

Bills Awaiting 
Second Reading 

- 1, 068 

79%
Bills Referred 

to Standing 
Committees - 112

8.3%

Bills 
Passed - 89

6.6%

Bills Awaiting 
Consideration - 81

6% Bills 
Assented - 8 

0.59%

Bill 
Negatived 

- 1

0.1%
BILLS

Total Bills 
Presented - 1,351
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LEGISLATIVE OUTPUTS OF THE 10TH ASSEMBLY, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES (LAWMAKING)

JUNE 13, 2023 - JUNE 13, 2024

1,351 BILLS WERE INTRODUCED 
THE HIGHEST NUMBER IN ANY FIRST SESSION SINCE 1999

89 OUT OF THE 1,351 BILLS WERE PASSED

99.0% 1.0% 

99.0% 

10.0% 

Members’ Bills Passed 80 99.0%

Executive Bills Passed 9 10.0%

Members’ Bills 1,339 99.0%

Executive Bills 12 1.0%
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Assented Bills Processed by the 
10th House of Representatives
JUNE 13, 2023 - JUNE 13, 2024

1.  Supplementary Appropriation Act, 2023 
2. Appropriation Act, 2024 
3. Cybercrimes (Prohibition, Prevention, etc.) (Amendment) Act, 2024 
4. Student Loans (Access to Higher Education) Act, 2024 
5. Electricity Act (Amendment) Act, 2024
6. Federal Capital Territory Statutory Appropriation Act, 2024 
7. Control of Small Arms and Light Weapons, 2024 
8. National Anthem Act, 2024

Key Bills Passed include:
JUNE 13, 2023 - JUNE 13, 2024

1. Electricity Act (Amendment) Bill, 2023, which aims to enhance the 
efficiency and sustainability of Nigeria’s electricity sector by promoting 
investment in renewable energy sources.

2. Federal Audit Service Act (Amendment) Bill, 2023, strengthens financial 
oversight and transparency, ensuring better management of public funds and 
reducing corruption.

3. Administration of Criminal Justice Act (Repeal and Enactment) Bill, 
2023, which modernises the criminal justice system to ensure fairer trials and 
better protection of human rights.

4. The Federal Fire and Rescue Service Bill, 2023, which enhances the 
capabilities of fire and rescue services, improving public safety and emergency 
response.

5. The Oath Act (Repeal and Enactment) Bill, 2023, revises procedures for 
oaths of office to promote accountability among public officials and good 
governance.

6. The Control of Small Arms and Light Weapons Bill, 2023, which 
addresses the proliferation of small arms, aiming to improve national security 
and reduce violence. 

7. The Niger Delta Development Commission Act (Amendment) Bill, 2023, 
which focuses on enhancing development initiatives in the Niger Delta and 
promoting environmental sustainability and economic growth. 

8. The Nigerian Medical Research Council (Establishment) Bill, 2023, which 
supports advancements in medical research, improving healthcare delivery, and 
tackling public health challenges.

9. South East Development Commission (Establishment) Bill, 2023, which 
establishes a framework for regional development, addresses infrastructure 
deficits, and promotes socio-economic growth in the South East. 

Despite the high volume of bills introduced and passed in the first session, 
the leadership of the 10th House remains committed to legislative 
effectiveness.

1. Nigeria Hunters and Forest Security Service (Establishment) Bill, 2023
2. Armed Forces Act (Amendment) Bill, 2023
3. National Assembly Library Trust Fund Act (Amendment) Bill, 2024
4. Judicial Office Holders (Salaries and Allowances, etc.) Bill, 2024
5. Traditional Complementary and Alternative Medicine Council of  
 Nigeria (Establishment) Bill, 2023.
6. The Mandatory Inclusion of Teachings on Breast and Cervical Cancers  
 into the Curriculum of All Senior Secondary Schools in Nigeria Bill,  
 2023
7. Mandatory Inclusion of Preventive Measures and Teachings on Sexual  
 Gender-Based Violence into the Curriculum of All Levels of Secondary  
 Schools in Nigeria Bill, 2023;
8. Revenue Mobilisation Allocation and Fiscal Commission Act (Repeal  
 and Enactment) Bill, 2023
9. National Assembly Budget and Research Office (NABRO)   
 (Establishment) Bill, 2023
10. South-East Development Commission (Establishment) Bill, 2023
11. National Research and Innovation Council (Establishment) Bill, 2023
12. Agricultural Research Council of Nigeria Act (Amendment) Bill, 2023.

Called from: Performance Report of the First Session of the 10th House of 
Representatives (July 2024) 
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Other Notable Bills include:



REPS CONSTITUTE TECHNICAL SUB-COMMITTEES 
TO ASCERTAIN INDEBTEDNESS OF NNPC, OTHERS 

TO THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT
By Temidayo Taiwo-Sidiq

he House of Representatives' 
Public Accounts Committee (PAC) 
has constituted two sub-committees 

to investigate the indebtedness of the 
Nigerian National Petroleum Company 
(NNPC) Limited and other stakeholders 
in the oil and gas industry to the 
Federation Account.

This decision was made on Monday 
following a directive from the PAC 
Chairman, Rep. Bamidele Salam (PDP, 
Osun), in response to issues raised in 
the 2021 Report of the Auditor-General 
of the Federation. The report 
highlighted concerns regarding the 
Nigeria Upstream Petroleum Regulatory 
Commission (NUPRC), which had three 
major queries regarding outstanding 
payments and deductions. The issues 
raised in the Auditor-General’s report 
include:
 - Outstanding royalties due from 
NNPC-COMF MCA/PSC totalling 
$253,952,693.07.

 - Unjustified deductions from joint 
venture royalties by NNPC before 
remitting to the Department of 
Petroleum Resources (DPR), now 
NUPRC, totalling $204,853,744,047.39.
 - Outstanding royalties on oil, gas, 
concession rentals, and gas flaring 
payable by operators to the Federation 
Account, totalling $2,260,448,992.45 
and N48,216,163,192.67, among other 
items.

Responding to the issue of outstanding 
royalties, the NUPRC Chief Executive, 
Engr. Gbenga Komolafe, explained that 
by December 31, 2021, $224.3 million of 
the outstanding debt from NNPC had 
been paid, leaving a balance of $29.6 
million. He further stated that the 
NUPRC had sent several demand 
notices to the NNPC and even escalated 
the matter to the Honourable Minister 
of Finance, but had yet to receive 
resolution.

Engr. Komolafe also outlined the 
NUPRC's revenue collection strategy, 
which includes the application of fines 
and penalties under the Petroleum 
Industry Act (PIA) 2021. However, he 
noted the agency's cautious approach, 
acknowledging the volatility of the oil 
industry and Nigeria’s economic 
reliance on oil revenues. He emphasised 
that while sanctions would be enforced, 
the NUPRC would continue to operate 
within the law and uphold best 
corporate governance practices.

Members of the Public Accounts 
Committee, however, called on the 
NUPRC to provide proof that the 
alleged uncollected revenues, as noted 
by the Auditor-General, had been 
recovered since the end of the 2021 
financial year.

In response, the PAC unanimously 
agreed to establish two technical 

sub-committees to investigate the state 
of indebtedness of NNPC and other oil 
and gas operators to the Federation 
Account. The sub-committees, which 
will be chaired by Rep. Jeremiah 
Umaru (APC, Nasarawa), Deputy 
Chairman of the Public Accounts 
Committee, and Rep. Olusola Fatoba 
(APC, Ekiti), are expected to report back 
in two weeks with their findings for 
further action.

During his remarks, Rep. Salam assured 
all parties involved that the Committee 
would handle the hearings with fairness 
and transparency. As a body with 
investigative responsibilities, the 
Committee will provide ample 
opportunities for defence through open 
hearings before drawing any 
conclusions or making final 
pronouncements.
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ANNOUNCEMENT OF NEW 
HOUSE STANDING COMMITTEES

Period of Announcement: October, 2024

Page 23

COMMITTEE WATCH

Rep. Abubakar
Sulaiman Gumi 
(APC, Zamfara)
Chairman, House 
Committee on 
North West 
Development 
Commission (NWDC)

Deputy Chairman, 
House Committee on 
North West Development 
Commission (NWDC)

Rep. Yakubu Sani 
Alhaji (APC, Sokoto)

Rep. Chris Nkwonta 
(APC, Abia)
Chairman, House 
Committee on South 
East Development 
Commission (SEDC)

Deputy Chairman, House 
Committee on South 
East Development 
Commission (SEDC)

Rep. Paul Sunday 
Nnamchi (LP, Enugu)

Rep. Olawale 
Tasir Raji 
(APC, Lagos)
Chairman, House 
Committee on Livestock 
Development

Deputy Chairman, House 
Committee on Livestock 
Development

Rep. Solomon Wombo 
(APC, Benue)



COMMITTEE WATCH

ANNOUNCEMENT OF MINOR 
CHANGES IN LEADERSHIP OF HOUSE 

STANDING COMMITTEES 

Rep. Muhammed 
Muktar (APC, Jigawa)
Chairman, House 
Committee on Tourism

Deputy Chairman, House 
Committee on Tourism

Rep. Daniel Asama 
Ago (LP, Plateau)

Rep. Oluwatimilehin 
Adelegbe
(APC, Ondo)
Chairman, House 
Committee on Science 
Research Institutions

Deputy Chairman, House 
Committee on Science 
Research Institutions

Rep. Shehu Nasiru 
(APC, Sokoto)

Rep. Kabiru Ahmadu
Mai Palace 
(PDP, Zamfara)
Chairman, House 
Committee on Sports

Chairman, House 
Committee on Climate Change

Rep. Osi Kama 
Nkemkanma (LP, Ebonyi)
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Period of Announcement: October, 2024



NEW CONFERENCE COMMITTEE

Rep. Zacharias 
David Idris 
(APC, Kogi)
Chairman, House 
Committee on Safety, 
Standards and Regulations

Chairman, House 
Committee on Lake Chad

Rep. Anayo 
Befford Onwuegbu 
(PDP, Enugu)

Rep. Ibrahim 
Mohammed 
(PDP, Yobe)
Deputy Chairman, 
House Committee on 
Culture and Creative 
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